THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT
Acting in His sovereignty, which in this case means not having to ask anyone’s permission or giving any reason for His
choice, God chooses a man living in Ur of the Chaldees with whom to make a completely new covenant.
Genesis 11:31. And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his
son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came
unto Haran, and dwelt there.
Genesis 12:1. Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:
2. And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
3. And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.
This covenant had these promises in it:
1. A land for a new nation.
2. Abram will be the father of a great nation.
3. Abram will be blessed.
4. Abram’s name will be great.
5. Abram shall be a blessing to others, even all families of the earth.
6. God will bless them that bless Abram and curse them that curse him.
Like Noah, before him, Abram did not question the Lord, but gathered his family and substance and set out on a journey
to a distant and strange country.
Genesis 12:4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and
five years old when he departed out of Haran.
5. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls
that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they
came.
6. And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then
in the land.
7. And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto
the LORD, who appeared unto him.
In verse 7 above God repeats the promise of land to Abram.
In Chapter 13 God again comes to Abram with a further revelation concerning the land. He also tells Abram just how
great this nation, his seed, will be.
Genesis 13:14 And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look
from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:
15. For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.
16. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy
seed also be numbered.
17. Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.
In Chapter 15 God appears to Abram once more to confirm the covenant.
This chapter has in it these highlights:
1. The promise of an heir. Verses 1‐4
2. Abram’s seed shall be great. (A great nation again) Verse 5
3. Abram believes God and it is counted to him for righteousness. Verse 6
4. The covenant described by boundaries. Verse 18
Genesis 15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy
shield, and thy exceeding great reward.
2. And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of
Damascus?
3. And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.
4. And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth
out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.
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5. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number
them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.
6. And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.
7. And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.
8. And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?
9. And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years
old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.
10. And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds
divided he not.
17. And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp
that passed between those pieces.
18. In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river
of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:
The next time God appears to Abram is in Chapter 17 and once more He says to Abram “I will ‐‐ I will” Abram is now
ninety nine years old and called the father of many nations here.
Verse 2. And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.
3. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,
4. As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.
It is in this chapter that God changes Abram’s name to Abraham.
Verse 5. Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations
have I made thee.
6. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.
The covenant will be an everlasting covenant to Abraham and to his seed.
Verse 7. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.
8. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for
an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
9. And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their
generations.
Just as the rainbow was a sign of the covenant with Noah, circumcism will be a sign of this covenant.
Verse 10. This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among
you shall be circumcised.
11. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you.
12. And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in
the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.
It is also in this chapter that God changes Abraham’s wife name.
Verse 15. And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name
be.
16. And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of
people shall be of her.
The covenant will be established with Isaac and his seed.
Verse 19. And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will
establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.
20. And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him
exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.
21. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.
Chapter 22 is the next place where God speaks to Abraham again concerning the covenant. This is after Abraham was
stopped from slaying his son, Isaac, as an offering.
Genesis 22:16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son:
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17. That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand
which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;
18. And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
This seed of Abraham would not inter into this promised land until they had been in slavery in Egypt for four hundred
years as Abraham was told.
Genesis 15:13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and
shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;
14. And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance.
Joshua Chapter 24 records the exodus from Egypt and their entering into their land.
Joshua 24:2. And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side
of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods.
3. And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and
multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac.
4. And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children went
down into Egypt.
5. I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them: and afterward I brought
you out.
6. And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with
chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea
13. And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the
vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.
14. Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers
served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD.
24. And the people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.
We find this “everlasting” covenant recorded again in Psalm 105.
Psalms 105:6 O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen.
7. He is the LORD our God: his judgments are in all the earth.
8. He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations.
9. Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;
10. And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant:
11. Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance:
After many failures to keep their word, this promised nation would eventually be a kingdom that would be established
through David.
2nd Samuel 7:16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be
established for ever.
17. According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.
However, this didn’t last long because David’s son Solomon turned to idols among other things and the kingdom was
divided with ten tribes of Israel and two tribes of Judah. II Kings 15 and 24 records their captivity and being scattered.
Not until the year 1948 was there a nation of Israel again. In that year a United Nations Charter established Israel as a
nation and deeded it land. The children of Israel have never had possession of all the land that God gave them. The
fulfillment of that promise to Abraham is still future as predicted in Ezekiel 20:33‐37, 40‐42 and 36:1 ‐ 37:28
Israel as a nation will be converted, forgiven, and restored. Rom. 11:25‐27
Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
26. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob:
27. For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
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